
The Eugene



From the Greek εὐγενής (eugenēs): 
"noble", literally "well-born"

Eugene was smart and 
beautiful from the very 
beginning ☺



During the finalization of his PhD thesis (it was handwriting back in 
the days), its first complete version was destroyed by a cat, so he had 
to redo it from scratch very fast, and he didn't have cats till his 
retirement after that ☺

Nevertheless, he was then awarded a “best young scientist award” 
that and the following year. An if you look at the chapters of his thesis 
below, you will see that Eugene was addressing so many question we 
are studying now back in 1986!

Eugene’s cat Max



Eugene with his PhD supervisor I.L. Karol

With his colleagues in MGO

And with Tanya

Even being a young scientist, Eugene was already widely involved in 
the organizational life of his institute



For example, he was one of the main organizers of the first USA-USSR symposium on 
solar influence on climate! (Try to find him at the photo)



In late 90s, Eugene and Tanya moved to the University of Illinois

Their boss Prof. Michael Schlesinger



2001-
2022

In 2001, Eugene visited Davos for the position interview by PMOD 
director Prof. Werner Schmutz, who told that there is btw a proposal 
deadline in a few days. And Eugene wrote a model development 
project within that short time, it got funded, and the great PMOD 
research journey began…

First version of the SOCOL model published shortly after



2001-
2022

A 20-year collaboration between 
Thomas, Eugene, and Werner 
resulted in numerous projects, 
model developments, famous 
papers, satellite missions, students, 
organized conferences etc. 

An unstoppable trio: Prof. Thomas Peter, Eugene, and Prof. Werner Schmutz



H-index = 62 (Web of Science)

One of Eugene’s goals was 
to surpass the H-index of 
60, which he recently 
achieved. This is even 
more impressive, given 
that Soviet papers haven’t 
been properly integrated 
into the international 
databases and he had a 
break from research 
during Russian dark 1990s.



, A. Karagodin-Doyennel

Eugene participated in lives of 
many students, who are now 
pushing the science further. 
But the one who inherited all 
that weight of being 
responsible for the SOCOL 
model was me… :D



He was a Lead Author of the WMO Ozone Assessments and 
contributed to the IPCC, whose efforts earned the 2007 Nobel 
Peace Prize. He also played key roles in numerous international 
scientific initiatives, including SCOSTEP, SPARC, and COST, and 
received the SCOSTEP Medal in 2023 for his outstanding 
scientific achievements in solar-terrestrial research.



Eugene retired in 2022; however, he didn’t stop working as you might have 
thought from a totally documentary photo below 



He continued working as emeritus scientist at PMOD, but also established a 
new lab in Saint-Petersburg State University

And became the best Russian environmental scientist of 2025 and 2026



His long-standing collaboration with the Oulu University led to the 
ERC Synergy project GERACLE, where several of his former 
students are currently involved from different countries

Eugene, Prof. Ilya Usoskin, and Ksenia Golubenko (same order in both photos)



Eugene was working till his very last days and even asked to 
bring him his laptop, when he was moved to palliative care.

But all his work achievements seem unimportant compared 
to his personality, that we will miss.

Sleep well, Eugene. You are forever in the hearts of your 
beloved ones.
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